[Bitemporal scalp necrosis : a very rare manifestation of giant cell arteritis].
A 71-year-old woman developed progressive spreading of bitemporal scalp necrosis within 4 weeks accompanied by headaches, myalgia of the shoulder girdle and muscle weakness that had started a few months previously. No additional diseases were reported. The suspected temporal giant cell arteritis could be confirmed by temporal artery biopsy. Therapy with glucocorticoids led to a rapid resolution of clinical symptoms and was tapered over 18 months. Recovery of the scalp necrosis emerged following second intention healing and split-skin transplantation of necrotic areas after successful wound conditioning. The case study demonstrates a rare and serious complication of temporal arteritis which is often accompanied by a poor prognosis.